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Michele E. LeBrun, Chair
Theresa M. Walker, Member
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Anne M. Stelmach, Executive Director

April 15, 2025

Senator James Gray, Chairman
Members of Senate Finance
Senate Finance Committee

107 North Main Street, Room 103
Concord, NH 03301

Re:  Fiscal Years 2026/2027 Budget
Dear Chairman Gray and Members of Senate Finance:

Thank you for the opportunity to provide an overview of the Board of Tax and Land
Appeals’ (“BTLA”) budget request for the 2026 and 2027 biennium. As you are aware, the
House budget included a proposal to eliminate the BTLA as a cost savings measure, which was
then removed from HB2 by floor amendment. Although the board remains in law, no funds were
appropriated in HB1 which would allow BTLA to continue to operate beyond Fiscal Year 2025.
The BTLA is mindful of the difficult decisions faced by the General Court this budget cycle, and
as such we strove to “think outside the box” to offer the Senate Finance Committee some
efficiency options. These are summarized as follows:

A. Governor’s recommended BTLA budget, including reinstating the 7 positions
abolished in HB 1, minus $30,000 from Class 50;

B. Maintain the BTLA as an independent agency while reducing one position (number
14583) resulting in reductions of 9.0% in FY27 and 9.1% in FY28, with an option to
increase BTLA filing fees for inflation and value consistent with other agencies; or

C. Establish a study committee to examine potential structural changes focused on
statewide efficiencies in response to HB 2.

The following documents were prepared to provide you and the Committee the
information required to further your work.

Comparison of Fiscal Years 2024 and 2025 with Fiscal Years 2026 and 2027
Adjusted Actual Expenses

Funding Options

HB 1 & 2 Requests

Potential Filing Fee Increases & Projections

e © ¢ o o

Telephone: 603-271-2578
TDD Access: Relay NH 1-800-735-2964
Visit our website at: www.btla.nh.gov
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e Number of Appeals
e Timeline of Appeals
¢ Differences between BTLA & Court

In summary, the board is requesting approval of its budget as submitted by the Governor
and respectfully requests to have BTLA’s funding restored in HB 1 and approval of our changes
requested in HB 2. T am happy to provide any additional information should the committee
request the same. Thank you for your favorable consideration.

Sincerely,
Vi

Michele E. LeBrun, Chair

Enclosures
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HB 1-A - AS AMENDED BY THE HOUSE
- Page 716 -

and human services complex, the Hayes building, or any other state building, except office space
under the control of the legislature pursuant to RSA 14:14-b, the commissioner of administrative
services shall, with the prior approval of the fiscal committee of the general court, and with the
approval of the governor and council, require that any agency renting private space be required to
occupy such available space in said building or buildings forthwith. Such funds as have been
allocated or committed by any agency affected by this section for outside rental shall be transferred
by the director of the division of accounting services to the division of plant and property, activity
number 01-14-14-141510 for maintenance of applicable state buildings.

4 Lottery Commission; Authority Granted. For the biennium ending June 30, 2027, in order to
provide sufficient funding to the lottery commission to carryout lottery games that will provide funds
for the distribution in accordance with RSA 284:21-j, the commission shall apply to the fiscal
committee of the general court for approval of any new games, the expansion of any existing lottery
games, or for the purchase of any tickets for new or continuing games. Additionally, no expenditures
for consultants shall be made without prior approval by the fiscal committee. If approved, the
commission may then apply to the governor and council to transfer funds from the sweepstakes
revenue special account. The total of such transfers shall not exceed $15,000,000 for the biennium
ending June 30, 2027.

5 Positions Abolished.

I. Developmental Disabilities Council. Position number 14623 is hereby abolished.
II. Housing Appeals Board. The following position numbers are hereby abolished 60 days
following the passage of this act: 44827, 9U656, 9U657 and 9U658.
III. New Hampshire State Commission on Aging. Position number 44565 is hereby
abolished.
IV. Office of the Child Advocate. Position numbers 44348, 44349, 44646, 44647, 44820,
44833, 44986, 44987 and 9U627 are hereby abolished.
V. State Department. The following position numbers are hereby abolished:
(a) Accounting Unit #1065 Corporate Administration: 11859 and 43440.
() Accounting Unit #1610 Records Management Archives: 43455.
(¢) Accounting Unit #2410 Securities Regulation: 9U590.
(d) Accounting Unit #7052 Right-to Know Ombudsman: 9U727.
VI. Board of Tax and Land Appeals. Position numbers 14583, 14585, 19820, 19847, 9U165,
9U166 and 9U167 are hereby abolished effective at the close of business on October 1, 2025.
VII. Human Rights Commission. Position numbers 13939, 13940, 13941, 17081, 19995,
42414, 42415, 44504, 44505, 44914, 44915, 44916, 44917, 44918 and 44988 are hereby abolished.
VIIL. Insurance Department. Position numbers 40590, 44902 and 44112 hereby abolished.
IX. Liquor Commission. Position numbers 14227, 14239, 14246, 14248, 14267, 14275,
14296, 14297, 14299, 14308, 14318, 14320, 14321, 14327, 14329, 18573, 18940, 43302, 44227,
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HB 2-FN-A-LOCAL - AS AMENDED BY THE HOUSE
- Page 40 -

activities related to the program, which aims to prevent or reduce overdose deaths and other opioid-
related harms.
70 Board of Tax and Land Appeals; Staff. Amend RSA T1-B:14 to read as follows:

] The board shall have such clerical and technical staff as
may be necessary within the limits of appropriation made therefor.
70-A Board of Tax and Land Appeals; Staff; Offices. Amend RSA 498-A:15 and RSA 498-A:16 to
read as follows:
498-A:15 Clerk; Staff. [Fhe-board-shal
pe-] In the exercise of the authority and performance of the

duties prescribed by law, the board shall have the authority, within the limits of the appropriation
for such purposes, to employ such [ethes] staff as it shall deem necessary.

498-A:16 Offices; Hearings. The bourd shall be provided with suitable office space in Concord,
together with such furnishings and office equipment as shall be necessary for the administration of
its business, and with a suitable room in which it may hold hearings. Any parly may elect to
participate in a just compensation hearing under RSA 498-A:24 though electronic or
telephonic means consistent with RSA 91-A. All hearings before the board zhall be open to the
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